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About the author 
Orla Broderick is a single Mother living in the Scottish 
Highlands. She is Irish, originally from Co. Donegal but was 
raised in Co. Wicklow. She went to an all girls Irish Catholic 
Boarding school, but was always in trouble with the nuns, so 
she learned to write as one way to escape.

Orla was first published in The Irish Times. She won The Hot 
Press short story competition. She has been published in 
Chroma and PenPusher. She won a Scottish Book Trust New 
Writer’s Award. Orla is the founder member of The Reading 
Room, Skye. She has read from her work on BBC Radio 
Scotland, the Highland Literary Salon. Orla has participated 
in and devised creative writing workshops. Mostly, she likes to 
walk by the river and dream. She is a member of The Alliance 
of Independent Authors. 
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About The January 
Flower 

‘And Christ comes with a 
January Flower.” This is the 
last line of the poem Advent 
by Patrick Kavanagh. The 
January Flower by Orla 
Broderick gained its title, in 
part, from this poem. In this 
poem he reminds us of 
children and of Love.He 
refers to the power of Nature 
and the cycles of life.Here is a 
debut novel of skilled poetic 
prose. Our narrator Mary has 
been cast as a Universal 
Mother with the weight of the 
world on her shoulders. She is 
any mother struggling with 
domesticity, the current 
economic climate and self-
worth. She seeks love unaware 
that love is already a constant 
force in her life. Through the 
beauty of her island home she 
learns to grow in Nature. She 
learns that no matter what we 
endure love will always 
remain. No matter how hard 
our winters may seem, the 
humble flower, the snowdrop 
will bloom in January. Love is 
always inside us. We just have 
to find it.

“A new and authentic voice in Scottish writing, 
this is its fi rst exhilarating expression.”

roger hutchinson  
author of calum’s road
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Life and living can be hard. Our narrator, Mary, struggles 
to fi nd her place in the world. She dances in Nature with her 
small daughter. She is on a quest to fi nd her own truth. She 
must learn to focus on Light, on Love through all that life 
itself can fl ing upon her.

Mary uses a man to escape the housing estate. She uses his 
Mother to learn meditation and shamanism. She uses his 
sister for sex. Yet, her focus is the child. She simply wants to 
be the best Mother she can be.

“A unique voice, wonderful fl ashes of humour, terrifi c writing; 
a completely new perspective on island highland living.”
jenny brown  scotland’s leading literary agent

“The story’s gripping, the characters are solid living people and 
the writing is beautiful. Utterly confi dent and accomplished.”
angus dunn  writing in the sand

“Devastating, scathing, lyrical, at times unveiling the sacred, 
like a latter-Highland Under Milk Wood.” 
john a. a. logan  the survival of thomas ford

“Very accomplished.”  
sam missingham from the bookseller

www.councilhousepublishing.com

Twitter - #thejanuaryfl ower  #orlabroderick  http://thejanuaryfl ower.wordpress.com/
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Orla Broderick is an independent author. Her 
website is www.councilhousepublishing.com You 
can find her on Twitter as @orlabroderick.

Contact and order details:

info@councilhousepublishing.com

available worldwide from Lightning Source, 
Book Source, Bertrams, Gardners, Amazon as 
paperback or kindle. Also SmashWords, Kobo. 

or, directly from the website. I offer a 30% 
discount for bookshops. I can also send signed 
copies on request

Inside the cover there is a QR code. Scan this 
with your smart phone to hear her read The 
Lost Chapter.
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Recommendations 

“A new and authentic voice in 
Scottish writing, this is its first 
exhilarating expression.” 

ROGER HUTCHINSON AUTHOR 
OF CALUM’S ROAD 

“A unique voice, wonderful 
flashes of humour, terrific writing; 
a completely new perspective on 
island highland living.”   JENNY 
BROWN SCOTLAND’S LEADING 
LITERARY AGENT 

“The story’s gripping, the 
characters are solid living people 
and the writing is beautiful. 
Utterly confident and 
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